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Who Am I?

Paula Walshe

• Assistant Lecturer in ECEC at South East 
Technological University.

• PhD candidate researching STEAM in ECEC 
in Dundalk Institute of Technology

• Former educator and manager of outdoor 
preschool.
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My Book:

• Full STEAM Ahead: Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Maths in Early Childhood 
Education (2023).

• Available from www.borupress.ie
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ECEC and Engineers Week 2026

• How to get involved for 

ECEC educators.

• Resources and activity 

ideas.



Engineering is All Around Us!
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Engineering in STEAM

 Building towers – construction, 
distance/span, dimensions, height, 
amount and type of materials.

 Cars and ramps – speed, trajectory, 
distance, angles.
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Engineering in STEAM

 Playdough – sticking and adhering 
items together, construction, stability, 
form, shape, design.

 Den building – space, area, height, 
dimensions.
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Promoting Engineer through 

Interactions & Language

 Build

 Construct

 Design

 Build

 Test

 Solution

 Speed

 Angle

Paula Walshe 2026

 Materials

 Shape

 Amount

 Length

 Height

 Capacity

 Full

 Empty



STEAM and 
Engineering in Songs  
and Stories

 We often sing songs and read 

stories to children, but how 

often do we think about how 

they support engineering 

concepts and skills?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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https://www.languageonthemove.com/bilingual-parenting-in-the-early-years/preschool/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Engineering in 

Stories

 Some obvious stories which 

promote engineering.

 Can  you think of any more?

 Put them in the chat…
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Engineers Week 2026 – ECEC Resources

 ECEC children are born 

engineers – imaginative, 

creative, curious.

 Experiential, hands-

on learning through play.
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Engineers Week 2026 – ECEC Resources

 Focus on engineering in 
stories and associated 

follow-on activities.

 Choose from one of the 
activity card examples 

provided or...

 Create your own using the 
blank template.

 Register your Engineers 
Week activity on Engineers 
Ireland website.
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Resources Available – Engineers Ireland 
Website

 3 Billy Goats Gruff

 Goldilocks and the 3 Bears

 The 3 Little Pigs

 We're Going on a Bear Hunt

 Room on the Broom

 Blank template – create your 
own engineering activity 

based on a story of choice.
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Interested in Learning More?

Email: 

steps@engineersireland.ie

Instagram: 

@STEPSEngineersIreland

mailto:steps@engineersireland.ie


• Book ‘Full STEAM Ahead – Science, Technology, 
Engineering, The Arts and Maths in Early Childhood 
Education’ available from www.borupress.ie

• LinkedIn: paula-walshe

• Instagram: paulawalshe77

• Email: paula.Walshe@setu.ie
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Interested in Learning More?

http://www.borupress.ie/


Thank You

for Listening!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://owl.excelsior.edu/writing-process/prewriting-strategies/prewriting-strategies-asking-defining-questions/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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